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Ranked Choice Voting 
& 

Jungle Primaries 
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HELLO!
AUSTIN SMITH
AZ State Rep. LD29

Enterprise Director 
at Turning Point Action 

AZ Freedom Caucus 
Member
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Ranked Choice Voting (RCV), also 
called “instant runoff voting”, is 
portrayed as a viable alternative to 
the status quo, but in reality it is a 
DISASTER.
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What is Ranked Choice Voting?
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Funded by the Progressive 
Left, RCV advocacy 
organizations claim that a 
massive overhaul can improve 
voter confidence.
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BACKGROUND
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WHAT ARE THE ADVOCATES 
SAYING?
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More candidate 
choices 
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Decreasing 
negative
campaigning 
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Ensuring 
majority rule 
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      THESE ARE 
FALSE PROMISES 
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Ballots in ranked-choice 
voting elections are 
more complex than 
traditional “one-person, 
one vote” elections 
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When making an 
informed decision at 
the ballot box becomes 
an onerous process, 
corruption becomes 
inevitable 
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Exhausted ballots in 
elections with 
ranked-choice 
voting silence voters 
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In traditional elections, 
every submitted ballot that 
follows the instructions is 
counted towards the result, 
this IS NOT the case with 
RCV 

16



/TurningPointAction /TPAction
_

/TurningPointActionVisit TPAction.com

Exhausted ballots in RCV 
elections do not count 
towards the final tally.  While 
many RCV ballots are thrown 
out due to voter error in 
following convoluted 
instructions, ballots that 
follow the instructions to the 
letter can also be thrown 
away because the voter 
ranked candidates who are 
no longer in contention.
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As candidates are 
eliminated through 
multiple rounds of 
tabulation, voters have 
their ballots exhausted if 
they only ranked 
candidates that have 
been removed during 
successive rounds.

EXHAUSTED BALLOTS
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In other words, for a voters 
voice to FULLY count in every 
round of an RCV election, you 
MUST vote for all candidates 
on the ballot, even those you 
DO NOT support
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With Ranked 
Choice Voting, 
not all votes count 
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Although a total 
of 126,139 votes 
were cast, only 
117,250 votes 
counted towards 
the final round.

Maine, CD 2 Democrat Primary 2018
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This means that 
approximately seven 
percent of voters - nearly 
9,000 people - had their 
voices silenced by ballot 
exhaustion  
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After 20 rounds of 
tabulation, 53 % of 
ballots has been 
exhausted, only 
82,000 ballots 
contributed towards 
the final results

San Francisco, CA Board of Supervisors 
Election 2010
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More ballots 
were THROWN 
out than 
COUNTED 
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Districts using 
RCV have lower 
voter turnout 
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Both Minneapolis 
& St. Paul, 
Minnesota have 
had RCV local 
elections for 
more than a 
decade. 
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Both lag well 
behind other 
major 
metropolitan cities 
in municipal 
election voter 
turnout.

The Facts 
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San Francisco 
elections from 
1995 to 2011 
show a steep 
decline in voter 
turnout after the 
adoption of RCV. 
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Lags well behind 
other major 
metropolitan cities 
in municipal 
election voter 
turnout.

The Facts 
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Ranked-choice voting 
changes and delays 
the election counting 
process 
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The most concerning 
component of RCV 
elections is the required 
changes to the ballot 
counting process 
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Ranked Choice Voting ballots must be 
transported to a centralized location for 
counting due to multiple rounds of 
tabulation in the event of an instant 
runoff, potentially increasing the cost of 
the election and vulnerability to 
mismanagement  
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Because of the convoluted and 
centralized tabulation process, 
counting the final results in RCV 
elections is time consuming, and 
rarely are election results available 
on Election Day
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Ranked-Choice Voting 
leads to lengthy delays 
in Election Results 
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The election office 
estimated that, for a 
turnout of 70,000 
voters, tabulation would 
take 37 eight-hour shifts 
with 102 election 
officials working.
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Minneapolis, MN Mayoral Race 
2018
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In other words, 
tabulation was estimated 
to take 30,192 
man-hours or nearly 13 
days of round-the-clock 
counting 
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THE BOTTOM LINE: 
Lawmakers should ban Ranked 
Choice Voting at all levels of 
government. 
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“Ranked Choice Voting is 
an experiment that has 
been tried in several 
charter cities in California. 
I am concerned that it has 
often led to voter 
confusion, and that the 
promise ranked choice 
voting leads to greater 
democracy is not 
necessarily fulfilled.”
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Gavin Newsom Vetoed RCV
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Is Ranked Choice Voting  
coming to Arizona? 
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What is being done to stop 
Ranked Choice Voting?  
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VETOED 
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NOT SO FAST KATIE   
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PASSED  



/TurningPointAction /TPAction
_

/TurningPointActionVisit TPAction.com /TurningPointAction /TPAction
_

/TurningPointActionVisit TPAction.com 48

THE SWAMP 
STRIKES BACK   



/TurningPointAction /TPAction
_

/TurningPointActionVisit TPAction.com 49



/TurningPointAction /TPAction
_

/TurningPointActionVisit TPAction.com 50



/TurningPointAction /TPAction
_

/TurningPointActionVisit TPAction.com

“
/TurningPointAction /TPAction

_
/TurningPointActionVisit TPAction.com

The establishment and 
uniparty is pushing for 
open primaries in Arizona 
to stop the grassroots from 
winning elections
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All candidates for the 
same office regardless 
of the political party 
compete in the primary 
together. The top “vote 
getters” move on to the 
ensuing general 
election.
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What is a Jungle Primary?
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How do we stop this?   
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Who is behind this?  
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HCR 2033 is 
already on the 
ballot for 
November 
2024
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Make Elections Fair 
Arizona needs 
383,923+ petition 
signatures by July 3, 
2024 for ballot 
access in November 
2024

The Facts 
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Who is fighting this?  
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What can you do? 
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#DECLINETOSIGN
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Inform your family, friends, 
neighbors, precinct 
committeemen and co-workers 
to NOT sign the Make Elections 
Fair petitions
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#DECLINETOSIGN
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Thank you!
AUSTIN SMITH
AZ State Rep. LD29

Enterprise Director 
at Turning Point Action 

AZ Freedom Caucus 
Member
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